THE 


%k: 


VELAND MUSEUM OF ART 


PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 
TELEPHONE (216) 421-7340 


March 12 , 1976 


FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 


If your vacation meanderings take you anyxvhere near Cleveland, Ohio, this 
Bicentennial summer, you'll be able to see the Cleveland Museum of Art's big 

Vision of Am.erica show, a lavish collection of nearly 350 objects spanning 
400 years of European art as it tried to come to terms with the new Golden Land. 

The Museum's curator of Chinese art, Wai-kam Ho, came up with the original idea 
several years ago: In Bicentennial 1976, when museums all across the U.S. would be 
competing with each other to mount artistically exciting exhibitions of American art, 
why not put together a show that would show ourselves as others have seen us? 

English art historian Hugh Honour agreed to take on the task of finding 
works that met the double standards necessary for such an exhibition: they had 
to be historically as well as artistically relevant. 

Honour met that challenge and gathered a stunning array of objects that 
illustrate the American experience refracted through the European 
sensibility. The exhibition includes work in a wide range of artistic styles 
and mediums: paintings, drawings, sculpture, furniture, tapestries, silver and 
etched glass. 

Works by Turner, Delacroix and Houdon take the artistic honors, but the 
glamourous star of the exhibition is America , an exquisite silver sculpture by 
Lorenzo Vacarro depicting the New World as an exotic and strong-willed woman 
whose seductive charms toyed with the European imagination for centuries. 

Exhibition dates are May 5 - August 8. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact Frances Stamper, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; (216)421-7340. 


